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AAUW  PROGRAM:  March 25, 2015, 7-9 PM 
Covenant Village Berg Hall 

  2125 N. Olive Ave., Turlock 
Honoring Outstanding Women: Dr. Viji Sundar  
                                                                   Margo 
Souza 

On Wednesday, March 25, at 7 PM, we will be “Honoring Women 
Leaders in Our Community”, Margo Souza and Dr. Viji Sundar, by 
presenting them with our annual Outstanding Women award.  We 
are proud that both are members of our Turlock/Modesto AAUW 
branch.  The meeting, free and open to the public, will take place 
in Berg Hall at Covenant Village, 2125 N. Olive Avenue in 
Turlock. 

Viji Sundar, who received her Bachelor of Science degree in India 
and her Master’s and PhD at the University of Illinois, has taught 
mathematics at CSU Stanislaus since 1978.  She is also Director of 
Mathematics Grants and Sponsored Programs at CSUS.  Dr. 
Sundar is a vocal and active proponent of STEM education for 
both boys and girls and supervises math workshops for pre-high 
school students.  Among her many professional research interests 
are professional development of K-12 teachers and gender equity 
in teaching mathematics. 
Margo Souza grew up on a dairy farm in the Turlock area, but 
chose a career in nursing, which she pursued for 24 years.  In 1984 



she returned to California and spent nearly 30 years in the dairy 
industry.  As president and CEO of her family’s Circle H Dairy 
Ranch, which had 304 acres and more than 1,000 cows, Margo was 
a leader in the dairy industry by applying computer control to her 
business.  When she retired, she was able to pledge $1 million to 
UC Merced to establish the Margo F. Souza Leadership Center 
there, with the goal of promoting entrepreneurship and leadership 
among the students. 

Both women have received multiple awards in their fields.  Each 
will give a short speech about matters of concern to her and will 
answer questions from the audience.  Refreshments will be served.  
For more information, please call Hanna Renning at 632-4692. 
   
President’s Message 

We, in the United States, celebrate Women’s History Month 
from March 1 to 31.  Congress established WHM in 1987 
although its roots go back to the 1800s when female factory 
workers in New York City staged protests over working 
conditions. 

Two inspiring quotes, I like, by influential women: 
 I have the right of education.  I have the right to 
play. 
 I have the right to sing.  I have the right to talk. 
 I have the right to go to the market.  I have the 
right 
 To speak up. –Malala Yousafzai 

 Anything’s possible if you’ve got enough nerve. 
– JK Rowling 



Join me as we honor two of our branch Outstanding 
Women, Margo Souza and Viji Sundar, on March 25th.  Invite 
a friend/guest to attend with you.  We’ll celebrate Margo 
ad Vijii’s accomplishments and Women’s History Month. 
Cheers,   
Beverly 

ENDING THE CULTURE OF VIOLENCE ON 
SCHOOL AND COLLEGE CAMPUSES 
 Thursday, March 19, 2015, 7 – 9 PM 
 Martin G. Petersen Education Center 
 720 12th Street, Modesto 
Our branch is partnering with the Oakdale, Riverbank, 
Escalon Branch of AAUW, the Stanislaus County League of 
Women Voters, Delta Kappa Gamma and the Stanislaus 
County Office of Education to present a FREE panel 
discussion and resource fair on ending the culture of 
violence on school and college campuses. 

  Panel members include Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam 
Christianson, Office of Education Superintendent Tom 
Changnon, University of the Pacific Vice President for 
Student Life Patrick Day, Oakdale Police Chief Lester 
Jenkins, Family Justice Center Executive Director Tom 
Ciccarelli, Behavioral Health and Recovery Services Director 
Dr. Madelyn Schlaepfer.  Representatives from community 
agencies will be available to provide information about 
their work in this area. 

Hear the panelists discuss their day - to - day 
involvement in efforts to address this issue.  Participate 
by asking questions.  Leave with information from 



assisting agencies.  Keep the discussion of solutions 
alive.  It is about keeping our school and college 
campuses safe havens, free from violence.  Join us in 
making a difference! 

  

GEAR UP FOR EQUAL PAY DAY       

� 


Women still haven’t caught up to what men 
earned last year.  We finally get there on Equal 
Pay Day, April 14. Our branch plans to raise awareness 
of the gender wage gap by passing out cookies on the CSUS 
campus – a whole cookie to represent men’s wages and a ¾ 
cookie to represent women’s wages.  Gather at Mary 
Giventer’s home, 1140 Frago Ct., Turlock, on April 10 at 11 
AM to assemble our cookie bags.  Please call Mary, 632-8996 
if you are able to contribute cookies, help with assembly or 
distribution.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 



The Nominating  Committee has prepared a slate of officers 
for 2015-16: 
 President  Mary Giventer 
Vice President Program Pat Portwood and Hanna Renning 
Vice President AAUW Funds  Beverly Schlegel and Marie 
Slate 
Vice President Membership     Pat Wright 
Treasurer       Arlene Ison 
Recording Secretary              Marilyn Brunton 

Thank you to the nominating committee, consisting of 
Hanna Renning, Pat Portwood and Marianne Hall for their 
diligent work.  Additional nominations may be made by any 
member as long as they have the consent of the nominee.  
Please contact Beverly if you wish to make additional 
nominations.  The election will take place in April. 

Review of AAUW Funds Luncheon 

A !          !          
The annual Turlock/Modesto AAUW Funds Luncheon was held on February 28 at the 
Turlock Golf and Country Club.   Twenty-two members and guests met and listened to 
Michael Burch, former wrestling coach at UC Davis, and Alicia Hetman, immediate past 
president of CA AAUW, speak about the role and work of the Legal Advocacy Fund 
(LAF) in court cases against college and universities for their non-compliance with Title 
IX which prohibits sexual discrimination for students and employees.    Mr. Burch was a 
plaintiff in such a case against UC-Davis and spoke about his experiences supporting the 
female wrestling team’s civil rights to fair and equitable treatment.  It resulted in his 



being barred from employment as a wrestling coach or instructor in any University of 
California forever.  He encouraged us to become active in support of gender equity 
issues.   

 Alicia Hetman was most passionate about gender equity issues and shared that LAF 
provided over $100,000 to the UC Davis case and how expensive such cases are.  LAF is 
funded each year by financial donations and not the interest generated by the other 
AAUW funds.   Alicia is running unopposed for National Vice-President and encouraged 
each member to vote in the upcoming state and national elections.  We learned a lot about 
LAF and its ongoing work toward gender equity.   

Turlock/Modesto Branch will be donating  $245.00 to LAF from the proceeds of the 
raffle drawing.  The Board extends a thank you to all who attended and participated  in 
the raffle drawing.  A special thanks to Mary Giventer for her generous contribution of 
her winning ticket’s prize to  the LAF donation.  

Interest Sections 

Bridge – meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 1:30 PM.  Call 
Marilynn Brunton (667-5450) for more information. 

Busy Fingers – meets March 17 at 1 PM at Starbuck’s 2012 E. 
Canal Dr.  Call Marie Slate (634-0513). 

Book Group – meets March 16 at 7 PM at Elizabeth Vestal’s, 
1023 Woodland Dr., Turlock.  The book this month is The 
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. All are welcome. 

Book Bunch – meets March 26.  The book being discussed is  
The Art of Hearing Heart Beats by Jan Phillips Sendker.  Call 
Arlene Ison (544-8141) for location and time. 

Lunch and Conversation – Meets March 21. Call Marie Slate 
(634-0513) for location and time. 



Scrapbooking – Meets March 9, 7 PM at Valerie Doherty’s. 
(634-3778).  Call to confirm. 

Gourmet Group – No March meeting scheduled. 
Cultural Outings 
 Saturday, March 28, 2 PM, Rapture, Blister, Burn, a 
play by Gina Gionfriddo at the Capital Stage Theater, 2215 
J St., Sacramento. 
After grad school, Catherine and Gwen chose polar 
opposite paths.  Catherine built a career as a rockstar 
academic, while Gwen built a home with her husband and 
children.  Decades later, unfulfilled in different ways, each 
covets the other’s life.  This insightful and witty play was a 
Pulitzer Prize finalist in 2013. The Capital Stage Theater is 
a small theater, which consistently produces modern 
insightful plays. Tickets range in price from $20 to $34. 
There is an excellent tapas restaurant within a block of the 
theater for a bite to eat afterwards.  We can carpool to 
Sacramento. Call Mary Giventer (632-8996) if you are 
interested in attending.  Because this is a small theater and 
tends to sell out please decide as soon as possible so we 
can get tickets.  

Board Meeting  – April 6, 7 PM, Home of Mary Giventer.  All 
members are welcome. 

March Words 
“Never believe that a few caring people can’t 
change the world.  For indeed, that’s all who 
ever have.” – Margaret Mead 
This was sent from AAUW member leadership 



  

                           

                        




